
Jesus, Mary and Joseph, I give thee my heart and soul.

F E B R U A R Y



Welcome to Holy FamilyWelcome to Holy Family
Since this is the first time that I have had the privilege to write to you in the parish

newsletter, I wish to express my thanks and appreciation for the warm welcome and

hospitality extended to me by your parish priest, Fr Nicholas Pearce, by the Parish

Team and Staff, and by you, the good Parishioners of Holy Family Parish. Officially a

“retired” priest of the Archdiocese of Melbourne, I like to describe myself as

“recycled”, since I am privileged to be able to help out in many parishes. I appreciate

the confidence placed in me by your pastor, to serve you pastorally and liturgically

till Divine Mercy Sunday. My continuing prayers are with you all, and for Fr Pearce

for a refreshing and renewing sabbatical experience.

We have already begun our New Year, and with it has come a series of most

devastating bushfires in large areas of our country, with the subsequent effect of

days' long smoke haze. The generous response of people across the nation, and from

other countries, has been outstanding. And now while important decisions at both

local and national levels must be made and implemented, at the same time, we are all

being challenged on how we are managing our personal space.

In his 2015 encyclical letter, Laudato Si – On Care for Our Common Home (planet

Earth), Pope Francis (in section 14) makes this pertinent comment: “I urgently

appeal for a new dialogue about how we are shaping the future of our planet, we

need a conversation which includes everyone, since the environmental challenge

which we are undergoing, and its human roots, concern and affect us all.” There is

much packed into these words to make us begin that dialogue in our family homes

and in our parish community, with the effect of leading us into positive actions which

we can undertake. For example, consider the rubbish we create and our methods of

disposal.

In that same section, Pope Francis: “obstructionist attitudes, even on the part of

believers, can range from denial of the problem, from indifference, a nonchalant

resignation or blind confidence in technical solutions. We require a new and

universal solidarity… all of us can cooperate as instruments of God for the care of

creation, each according to his own culture, experience, involvement and talents.”

His words raise an important question for each one of us personally: 'Shall I be part

of the problem or part of the solution?' We can all begin in serious prayer in this,

calling on the Gifts of the Holy Spirit which we have received in the Sacraments of

Baptism and Confirmation to guide us into sensible and responsible action.

I wish also to bring to our prayerful attention another matter of concern across our

world, namely, the ongoing persecution of Christians on account of their religious

faith. Our media, on occasion, has drawn attention to this in the Middle East. Many

other similar events have gone unreported. I’ll mention one current example: since

August 2018, China’s government has tightened its grip on religious rights and

freedoms. Children are being forbidden to attend Sunday Mass and church in

general. More recently, government authorities are closing down religious premises

on the pretext that they don’t meet the required fire safety standard, even though

previously approved on those grounds. How fortunate we are in Australia, even with

the tensions of living in a society of secular values, to be able to live and practice our

religious faith openly and in freedom!

God bless each and all of us, as we continue to live in faith.

Fr Michael Morgan Pastor Emeritus

"The urgent challenge to protect

our common home includes a

concern to bring the whole

human family together to seek a

sustainable and integral

development, for we know that

things can change. The Creator

does not abandon us; he never

forsakes his loving plan or

repents of having created us.

Humanity still has the ability to

work together in building our

common home....I urgently

appeal for a new dialogue about

how we are shaping the future

of our planet, we need a

conversation which includes

everyone, since the

environmental challenge which

we are undergoing, and its

human roots, concern and affect

us all.” - Pope Francis



Sundays This MonthSundays This Month
2 FEBRUARY

The Presentation of the Lord
Mary and Joseph present their newborn Child in the Temple, even though Jesus, the

Son of God, is already "consecrated to the Lord." Their humble and obedient

fulfilment of the law brings us to an encounter with our long-awaited consolation

and redemption: Jesus, Saviour and Messiah. The sword of sorrow predicted for

Mary announces Christ's perfect oblation on the cross (CCC 529). And just as Mary

carries her Baby to the Temple, she presents us to the Lord through her intercession.

READINGS

Malachi 3:1-4

Hebrews 2:14-18

GOSPEL:

Luke 2:22-40

PSALM

R. Who is this king of

glory? It is the Lord!

9 FEBRUARY

5th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Isaiah speaks to people steeped in anguish – those "in the darkness", stuck in the

"shadows". His advice? "Give bread to the hungry." His point: no matter how bleak

our present state, Our Lord tells us, "you are the salt of the earth." Whatever

distress we may be in, we always have bread to bestow on the hungry. Actively

sharing in the misery of others is the way to make sense of our own misery.

READINGS

Isaiah 58:7-10

1 Corinthians 2:1-5

GOSPEL:

Matthew 5:13-16

PSALM

R. A light rises in the

darkness for the

upright.

16 FEBRUARY

6th Sunday in Ordinary Time
How God loves our freedom! He says, "If you wish, you can keep the

commandments; to behave faithfully is within your power. The man who keeps them

and teaches them will be considered great in the kingdom of heaven." If we must

lose things that pertain to us, in order to be numbered among the great, then so be it.

READINGS

Ecclesiasticus

15:16-21

1 Corinthians 2:6-10

GOSPEL:

Matthew 5:17-37

PSALM

R. Happy are they

who follow the law

of the Lord!

23 FEBRUARY

7th Sunday in Ordinary Time
The Lord says, "Be holy, for I, the Lord your God, am holy." And Jesus says, "Be

perfect just as your heavenly Father is perfect." If we aspire to the perfection

spoken by Our Lord, we must first "learn to be a fool before [we] can really be wise."

Such foolishness makes us realise that this perfection is not something we can

achieve by ourselves. Humble receptivity before God's grace is what makes us holy.

READINGS

Leviticus 19:1-2,17-

18

1 Corinthians 3:16-

23

GOSPEL:

Matthew 5:38-48

PSALM

R. The Lord is kind

and merciful.





Unlocking the Mystery of the Bible
WEDNESDAY, 12 FEBRUARY, 7:00PM  SMALL HALL

Holy Family invites you to join us this Lent, as we take a deeper look at Sacred

Scripture. This eight-week program will include a video presentation, small

group discussions and some take-home preparation for each participant. No

cost but donations are warmly welcomed. Please register by contacting the

Parish Office: 9807 9494

New Parishioners' Evening
SATURDAY, 22 FEBRUARY, 7:00PM  SMALL HALL

We warmly invite all new parishioners of Holy Family to an evening of wine &

cheese while you learn about the groups & events in your parish community.

Baptism Preparation Class
SUNDAY, 1 MARCH, 10:30AM  PARISH LIBRARY

A day of preparation for all parents looking to have their child baptised at

Holy Family Parish. For more information and to register your attendance,

contact the Parish Office: 9807 9494 or email: mountwaverley@cam.org.au

Parishioners' Luncheon
FRIDAY, 13 MARCH, 11:30AM  SMALL HALL

Save the Date! Our first Parishioners’ Luncheon for this year is coming up

next month and we will be having yet another interesting speaker you will be

sure to enjoy!

What's On at Holy FamilyWhat's On at Holy Family

mailto:mountwaverley@cam.org.au


A Love That Conquers AllA Love That Conquers All
Written by: Fr Nicholas Pearce PP

Greetings from New York. I hope that January has been for

you and your families a time of rest and renewal. These first

few weeks of sabbatical for me have been rather busy. Since

heading off just after Christmas, I have had the opportunity

to participate in a whole variety of activities, knowing that

soon enough the academic semester will begin and so will

the essays. I have had the great pleasure of attending a

couple of conferences, starting with a gathering of over

8000 Catholic University students and their leaders and

chaplains. Wow, what a wonderful experience to see the

faith of these young people, and the sheer size of their

gathering. After this, the pace slowed and I attended in

California a scripture conference for priests, led by the

world-renowned scripture scholar and author, Dr Scott

Hahn, Dr Tim Gray, and Dr John Bergsma. Many of you

would be aware of Dr Hahn’s writing; I myself have been

reading his books since my early years in the seminary. It

was a great blessing to be able to learn, if only for a few days,

directly from these wonderful intellects. All three of these

speakers have wonderful content available on

www.formed.org, and I encourage you to make use of this

great resource that the Parish offers.

Following these days, I decided that it was time to test my

resolve, and leave the relative warmth of the east coast to

see if I was really ready to face another winter so soon. I

packed my bags and moved north for a couple of quiet and

restful (and rather cold) days in Canada. These days were

spent reading and basking in the natural beauty of the

Canadian Rockies before being the recipient of the warm

hospitality of the Quist family (Kari's parents). With daytime

temperatures of between -25c and -40c, let's just say, as

beautiful and as warm as the hospitality was, I was glad to

start making my way back to balmy California where I

attended the annual Serra Rally, with over 150 participants

from all over America who spent time looking at the

important work of praying for and encouraging vocations,

especially at the local parish level.

With a fair bit of time spent in airports during these first few

weeks, I have had the chance to get through a few of the

books that I have been looking forward to reading for a little

while. The first was Against All Odds by Dr Richard Harris and

Dr Craig Challen. It is the story of the two Australian doctors

who were pivotal in the rescuing of the Wild Boars soccer

team from the flooded Tham Luang cave in 2018. It is a story

of incredible courage, and one that highlights the willingness

of those involved to selflessly put themselves and their own

lives at risk for their neighbour. In his forward for the book,

director James Cameron wrote:

“ It is an inspirational story of what we humans

are capable of when we come together to help

others...It is also an epic underwater adventure, the

stuff of novels and movies, told in a humble, matter of

fact way. But this isn’t some Hollywood screenplay –

this actually happened.

All in all, more than 10,000 people, including divers, police

officers, soldiers, and government agencies from all over the

world participated in the dramatic rescue. The remarkable

effort of all involved showed how, when necessary, the

human family can put aside national, cultural and ethnic

differences and work for the common good of all and in

defence of the rights and dignity of the human person.



The second book was by Australian author, Heather Morris,

The Tattooist of Auschwitz. This New York Times bestseller also

speaks of the triumph of the human spirit against all the

odds. In this case, the victory was one of love and the choice

of life, while facing the horrendous hatred and death of the

Nazi regime. This historical novel tells the tale of Lale and

Gita, whose love flourishes in the most unlikely of places and

is a reminder that even in the toughest of circumstances we

should not lose hope and how the smallest acts of kindness

for our brothers and sisters can have a significant effect.

From afar, I have also watched the ongoing reports of the

terrible fires across Australia. A common refrain when

people have picked up my Aussie accent is “How about the

fires? Are they near your home? We are praying for

Australia”. It has been a comfort to see that, alongside the

news reports of the damage and destruction and tragic loss

of life, there have also been stories of the many acts of love

and service, small and large, and the examples of self-

sacrifice and service that make Australians known around

the world. As is often the case in Australia when tragedy

strikes, thousands of ordinary men and women, firefighters,

SES volunteers, police, put their own lives on hold to care for

and protect their fellow countrymen. In addition to these, we

see the multitudes of volunteers who have provided food,

shelter, and assistance to those who have been evacuated,

and those who have lost everything. Once again we are

reminded that in the face of adversity, love conquers all.

From the mountain top, Jesus taught the crowds:

“ Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the

kingdom of heaven.

“Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be

comforted.

“Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth.

“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for

righteousness, for they shall be satisfied.

“Blessed are the merciful, for they shall obtain mercy.

“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God.

“ “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be

called sons of God.

“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’

sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

“Blessed are you when men revile you and persecute you

and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my

account. Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in

heaven, for so men persecuted the prophets who were

before you. 

(Mt 5:3–12)

May all those affected by these fires, and all those who in

their generosity are selflessly helping them, be encouraged

by the prayers of each one us at this time, may they be

blessed, and may they trust in the reward that is to come.

May they know the presence of He who comforts and

supports, and whose love conquers all things.

The Bishops of Australia have encouraged that as a Catholic

community we support with generosity the great work of St

Vinnies and their essential work of supporting all those

affected by these fires. Vinnies is particularly well known for

its ongoing work in local communities, long after the TV

cameras have departed. Your support of this appeal will be

used by those on the ground for the many months ahead that

it will take for families and communities to rebuild. I

encourage your generosity.

January finished with a real slowing of the pace as I headed

onto an eight-day silent retreat where I will remember you

all in prayer, especially as many of you return to work, and as

the school year commences once again. Following my

retreat, I headed to New York City and will be here for four

weeks living with the Dominican Friars. With the academic

year in full swing, I settle into the life of a full-time student,

complete with the inevitable essays to write and deadlines

to meet.

May God's blessing and peace be with you.



Parish NoticesParish Notices
Combined Catholic Parish Car Raffle

Holy Family will be participating in the 2020

Combined Catholic Parishes Car Raffle. Prizes are 3

SUZUCKI BALENO cars of total value $62,046, 2

Coles/Myer Gift Cards each valued at $1,000 and 9

Coles/Myer Gift Cards each valued at $500. Raffle

books will be distributed after all Masses on 8th & 9th

February. Your support is requested for this major fund

raising activity for the Parish.

SUMMIT - New Schedule

Youth ministry for Years 10-12

Now held each Sunday of the month. Come along and

explore the Youth Alpha series this month.

Parish Library 

Alpha Update

Once again, Alpha will be running at Holy Family. The

first round of Alpha will run on Wednesday nights,

starting on April 22 and the second round will run on

Sunday nights beginning August 2nd.

Please stay tuned, there will be lots of ways to get

involved in Alpha whether you’d like to attend,

volunteer, pray, or help promote it.

We were very pleased with the success of the first two

Alphas and so grateful for the support of all of the

volunteers who gave of their time and talents.

Sunday Session Update

Sunday Sessions will start up again on April 19 ,

beginning at 9:00am, and ending just before the

10:30am Mass. This year, we will be exploring the

Symbolon series. It is a two-part series that explores

“the core teachings of the Catholic Church traced out

in the Creed and Catechism with the goal of knowing

the Faith” as well as “our encounter with God in the

sacraments and the moral life so that we can be fully

living the Faith.” Our Sunday Sessions are open to

everyone, whether you are curious about Catholicism

or if you want to delve deeper into your own faith!

St Vincent de Paul Members

The next meeting of The St Vincent de Paul Society

will be held on:

Monday 3rd February

7:30pm - Parish Library

Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Help

The novena prayers to Our Lady of Perpetual Succour

are said on:

1st Saturday of each month

9:00am - Holy Family Church

Mothers' Prayer Group

Are you a mum, looking for some time out to pray and

an opportunity to meet other mothers? Join us on a

monthly basis - all are welcome.

1st Saturday of the Month

4:00pm - 5:30pm - Parish Library

Holy Family Play Group 2020

We are currently working on a new schedule for our

Holy Family Playgroup. Any updates about when the

playgroup will be back, will be posted in the

Newsletter and Weekly Notice Sheet - stay tuned!

JOE - YOUTH MINISTER

mountwaverley.youth@cam.org.au

th



Unlocking the Mystery ofUnlocking the Mystery of
the Biblethe Bible
This Lenten season, Holy Family invites you to join us as we take a deeper look at

Sacred Scripture. “The Bible is at the heart of our faith and our relationship with

God. Much more than just another book, it is a ‘place’ where our heavenly Father

comes down to meet us and speaks to us with love.” Unlocking the Mystery of the Bible

is a highly acclaimed video series with speakers Jeff Cavins and Sarah Christmyer.

Each session will include a video presentation, small group discussions and some

take-home preparation for each participant. This program will run on Wednesday

nights for 8 weeks, beginning on February 12  and concluding on April 8  (the

program will not run on Ash Wednesday). The evenings will commence at 7pm and

will run for about 1 hour and 15 minutes.

There is no cost to attend. but we do encourage donations to help cover the cost of

participant materials.

If you would like to join us, please register by emailing:

mountwaverley.evangelisation@cam.org.au or calling the parish office at 9807

9494.

th th

Sacramental ProgramSacramental Program
Baptisms: Couples seeking Baptism for a child will need to arrange a meeting with

the Parish Priest and attend one of our five Baptism preparation sessions that run

throughout the year. The dates for 2020 are March 1 , May 10 , July 5 ,

September 20 , and November 8 . Please contact the office to begin your Baptism

application.

Confessions, First Holy Communion, and Confirmations: Holy Family Parish offers

sacramental preparation to children who are enrolled in public schools and would

not receive preparation otherwise. Year Four students can join us to prepare for

their first Confessions and to receive Holy Communion and Year Six students are

welcome to prepare for Confirmation with us. The student preparation involves

attending a series of classes on a Saturday evening; a preparation day in conjunction

with Holy Family School; and a parent/child information night, also in conjunction

with the school. Please contact the parish office to learn more and to begin

applications.

Marriages: Couples who are seeking the Sacrament of Marriage need to arrange an

appointment with the Parish Priest. Marriage preparation typically involves

meetings with the Parish Priest and some preparation sessions that are run by the

Archdiocese. Please contact the parish office to arrange a meeting with the Parish

Priest.

st th th

th th
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Contact Us
OFFICE HOURS

9:30am - 2:30pm (Mon - Fri)

ADDRESS

236 Stephensons Road,

Mount Waverley, Victoria

3149

PHONE

03 9807 9494

EMAIL

mountwaverley@cam.org.au

WEBSITE

holyfamily.melbourne

PARISH LEADERSHIP TEAM

Father Nicholas Pearce
Parish Priest

Kari Quist
Evangelisation and Catechesis

Mariana Hladik
Parish Administration

Joe Melhem
Youth Ministry

Genevieve Bryant
Youth Engagement

Lauren Considine
Religious Education Leader (Holy

Family School)

Leighton Hughes
Parish DesignOps

PARISH STAFF

Julie David
Principal - Holy Family School

Janet Cullinan
Parish Secretary

Christian Bergmann
Hall Coordinator

Fr David Kim OFM Conv.
Chaplain to the Korean

Community

HALL BOOKINGS

Small and Large Halls are

available for family and

group bookings.

Parishioners' rates available.

Please contact the Parish Office

for more information.

COLUMBARIUM AND

MEMORIAL GARDEN

Plots are now available for

reservation for Parishioners

and Families.

Please contact the Parish Office

for more information.

Regular Mass Times *
WEDNESDAY

9:15am
Followed by morning tea

THURSDAY

7:30am

7:30pm KO RE AN

FRIDAY

9:15am

SATURDAY

6:00pm

SUNDAY

8:30am

10:30am

1:30pm KO RE AN

5:00pm

* Weekly Mass Schedule may

change from time to time. Please

check the Parish website for the

most up-to-date information.

Adoration of the
Blessed Sacrament
WEDNESDAY

8:00am - 9:00am

FRIDAY

8:00am - 9:00am

Confession Times
SATURDAY

5:15pm - 5:45pm

SUNDAY

9:45am - 10:15am

Baptisms
Sundays following 10:30am Mass.

Please ring the Parish Office for

preparation and scheduling of

Baptism.

Weddings
By appointment with the Parish

Priest.

P  0468 632 148 - Christian P  0417 399 366 - Andrew

E  mailbox@antmdesign.com

P  0418 382 505 - Simon P  9886 5318

P  0424 095 800 - Elsie P  0433 661 738 - Jeffrey Kang P  9807 3007 P  0402 354 246 - Alberto

CGB | architect Active Cleaning

Stitch 'n' Time Choi Painting
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