AUGUST 2020

Jesus, Mary and Joseph, I give thee my heart and soul.

Holy Family Parish
It's August already.

Sundays this month
30 AUGUST

22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time
When Peter tries to deny the Lord his Passion, Jesus rebukes him. Why? Because
Christ's death on the cross would fulfill the "good and pleasing perfect" will of the
Father for our salvation. Our sharing in Christ's cross may make us objects of the
world's laughter and mockery, but through it all the love of God remains like a fire,
burning in our hearts.
23 AUGUST

21st Sunday in Ordinary Time
Peter can declare with certainty that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of the Living God,
because God himself has chosen Peter and prepared him for a new an unique
vocation. Christ begins to use Peter as an instrument - A Vicar. All that Peter is a
does is rooted in Christ.
16 AUGUST

20th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Pope Francis wrote that "in the hour of trial faith brings light". Faith lifts the
Canaanite woman out of despair and carries her to the foot of Christ. St Paul
proclaims that God desires to have mercy on all - this moves the woman beyond the
burden of fatalism and doubt. Instead, it makes her more determined: humility,
honesty, and perseverance always provoke a response from the heart of God.
9 AUGUST

19th Sunday in Ordinary Time
When the disciples see Jesus walking on the water, he summons them to faith - a
way of approaching reality that entails leaving behind our old ways of measuring
things and seeing all according to this Person who calls us...Most of the time the way
that Jesus comes to us is seen only with eyes of faith: the pouring of the water over
an infant's head; a whispered conversation within a confessional; bread and wine
consecrated in the middle of the day. But when such faith takes hold of us, we want
everyone we know to share in it, as St Paul testifies.
2 AUGUST

18th Sunday in Ordinary Time
The pity of Jesus always results in a New Creation. The Lord regards every
experience of human lack as a prime opportunity to manifest God's lavishness - and
he answers it - in today's "lonely place" with bread and fish. Trial, distress, hunger
and danger do not separate us from the love of Christ. Rather, they draw him close
to us with a love that conquers all.

READINGS

Jeremiah 20:7-9
Romans 12:1-2

PSALM

R. My soul is
thirsting for you, O
Lord my God.

GOSPEL:

Matthew 16:21-27

READINGS

Isaiah 22:19-23
Romans 11:33-36
GOSPEL:

PSALM

R. Lord, your love is
eternal; do not
forsake the work of
your hands.

Matthew 16:13-20

READINGS

Isaiah 56:1,6-7
Romans 11:1315,29-32

PSALM

R. O God, let all the
nations praise you!

GOSPEL:

Matthew 15:21-28

READINGS

1 Kings 19:9,11-13
Romans 9:1-5
GOSPEL:

PSALM

R. Lord, show us
your mercy and love,
and grant us your
salvation.

Matthew 14:22-33

READINGS

Isaiah 55:1-3
Romans 8:35,37-39
GOSPEL:

Matthew 14:13-21

PSALM

R. The hand of the
Lord feeds us; he
answers all our
needs.

Treasures Old and New
Written by: Christian Bergmann

Origen of Alexandria (184 – 253 CE) was one of the most
influential early Church Fathers and one of the most
interesting, not least because of what we owe to him on the
level of Scriptural interpretation. I’ve written about this
before in my previous articles, but there is a tendency today
– and this is a temptation that has persisted across the
centuries – to divorce Jesus from his Jewish context; to
isolate the New Testament from the Old Testament as if
they bear no relation to each other, or as if Jesus came to
repudiate and jettison the Old Testament. The Old
Testament, on some readings, represents the law and the
Jewish attempt to gain salvation by their own works; Jesus,
on the other hand, represents grace and a liberation from
the Old Testament dependency on “works”. We also see this
in people’s objection to the Bible as a whole: the Old
Testament God and the New Testament God are clearly
very different beings, irreconcilably so. This approach is
something of a watered down version of an ancient position
credited to Marcion of Sinope (85 – 160 CE), who in the
second century tried to preserve the radical sovereignty of
God – his goodness and his transcendence – by keeping him
unsullied by the dirt of history; the living God of the Bible,
who not only reveals himself in history and speaks into
history, but makes covenants with his unruly and rebellious
people, is something of an embarrassment to the true,
incomprehensible, indescribable God of philosophy.
According to Origen of Alexandria, however, today’s Gospel
actually stands athwart that approach; a rebuke from Jesus
himself.
This is something of a new angle to the parable of the
treasure in the field I haven’t encountered before (Matthew
13:44). The key to unlocking this parable, according to
Origen (in his Commentary on the Gospel of Matthew), is
actually the final verse for today’s Gospel. Thus far, the

Gospel has been saturated in the language of discipleship.
The parables were framed initially by this great call to
discipleship – to come and “learn from me” (Matthew 11:2830) – but now we have Jesus talking about scribes who have
been “trained for the kingdom of heaven” (13:52); that is,
disciples who, in some sense, know how to think through and
speak about this kingdom. And it is this verse that should
bring everything into focus.
After making sure his disciples have understood the
parables, Jesus says:

“

“Therefore every scribe who has been trained
for the kingdom of heaven is like a householder who
brings out of his treasure what is new and what is old”
(Matthew 13:52).
To be a disciple is not, in other words, to see in Jesus the
repudiation of the Law and the Prophets, of the history of
Israel. That would be, Origen says, a process involving
“cleaving in two the Godhead”; on the contrary, in Book X of
his Commentary on the Gospel of Matthew, he says that “the
perfect apprehension of the law and the prophets is an
elementary discipline for the perfect apprehension of the
Gospel, and all the meaning in the words and deeds of
Christ.” In other words, it is the most basic part of
understanding who Jesus is to also understand the history of
Israel. What this means in practice is seeing in the Law and
the Prophets pointers to Jesus. It means seeing everything
in Israel’s history as being guided by God towards a focal
point in Jesus. All the promises, all the hopes of the Old
Testament – in Christ they are fulfilled, in strange new ways.

It is through this lens that we can see the parable of the
treasure in the field.
In his commentary, Origen says that the kingdom of heaven
is not the treasure only, but, as Jesus says, the treasure
buried in the field (13:44). The field holds significance, too. In
the context of Jesus bringing forth to us both old and new
treasures, Origen says that we can see the field as the
Scriptures, particularly the Old Testament – the Law and the
Prophets – in which the treasure is hidden. Thus, the person
who discovers this treasure – the knowledge that
everything in the end pointed towards Jesus – claims
possession of it. The whole thing. Part of being a disciple
“trained for the kingdom of heaven” is taking possession of
the entire heritage, Old and New, and understanding in
deeper ways how God was always leading us towards an
encounter with Jesus and his kingdom. Like Jesus talking
through the disciples on the road to Emmaus (Luke 24:1334), explaining what the prophets had foretold concerning
his life, death and resurrection, what his hearers needed to
understand was the way in which the mystery of who he is
had been present from the beginning, buried but ready to be
discovered.
This is also an interesting way of understanding Paul’s
encounter with Jesus on the road to Damascus. It was not a
“conversion” as we talk about it today, as if he was
converting from one religion (Judaism) to another
(Christianity). Instead, it was a great awakening to the reality
that in Jesus, all of Paul’s hopes and beliefs – shaped as they
were by the Law and the Prophets – were fulfilled in Christ.
It was this that led him to pen this line: “For however many
are the promises of God, their Yes is in him [Jesus]” (2
Corinthians 1:20).
To be a disciple is not simply a matter of converting to a
religion. It’s a matter of becoming an inheritor of the
promises of old, the promises made to Israel, as fulfilled in
Christ. That is something quite different and quite a lot more
extraordinary.

From Little Things Big Things Grow
Written by: Mariana Kelly

From little things big things grow – we have heard this
simple and matter of fact message many times before, so
why does this very logical statement ring true with so much
meaning? And how can we use the simplicity of the message
to teach our kids about their importance, their purpose and
making good use of each moment.
I will occasionally hear my son say, “it’s easy for you because
you’re older” to which I will respond, “Yes, but it’s only easy
for me now because I started when I was younger.” I try and
communicate that you have to start now, while you are still
little, so you can grow into the person you want to be when
you are older – “you need to practice being a good boy if you
want to grow into a good man” I will say. It is important to
practice instilling the virtues now that you want to have later
on, practice the skills you need for sport, practice the lessons
in school so you get better at them – one cannot be expected
to write a great essay without first practising to write a good
sentence.
One of my favourite quotes that comes to mind is “Be who
you were created to be and you will set the world on fire.” –
St Catherine of Siena. Now that we are back in restrictions it
may be difficult to feel productive or to feel like we have the
same purpose, but this is exactly the time to remind
ourselves that each moment of each day is an opportunity to
develop and grow into the person we “were created to be”.
This is a beautiful message to share with your children and
so wonderfully ties in with the message that ‘from little
things big things grow’. Little does not mean insignificant or
unimportant, little does not mean incapable of greatness.
It is also important to remind them that even a little act of
kindness, a small act of service or sacrifice can have a great
effect on the people around them as well as work to develop

who they are. St Therese of Lisieux and her ‘Little Way’ is a
helpful example of this method. She paved her path to
sainthood by doing small and simple sacrifices each day. St
Therese is an encouraging example that you do not have to
do great mortification or sacrifice yourself as a martyr in
order to make a difference or develop your soul into a
heavenly state. It was only through her ‘Little Way” that she
has now become one of the well-known saints of our time
and given the honour of becoming one of the Doctors of the
Church.
A few Sundays ago we were introduced to the parable of the
mustard seed:

“

‘The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed
which a man took and sowed in his field. It is the
smallest of all the seeds, but when it has grown it is the
biggest shrub of all and becomes a tree so that the
birds of the air come and shelter in its branches.’
(Matthew 13:31-32).
As part of your Sunday devotion or prayer time, I suggest
you take time reading through this parable with your
children, then discuss it together as a family. Share with
them the idea that from little things big things grow – even
the tiniest of seeds can grow into the greatest of bushes. It
may not appear to be significant, but as it becomes what it
was created to be the fullness of its greatness and purpose is
revealed.
For a number of activities related to this parable, check out
the online version of this article on the Holy Family website!
https://holyfamily.melbourne/resources/news

Contact Us
OFFICE HOURS

PARISH LEADERSHIP TEAM

PARISH STAFF

HALL BOOKINGS

9:30am - 2:30pm (Mon - Fri)

Father Nicholas Pearce

Julie David

Parish Priest

Principal - Holy Family School

Small and Large Halls are
available for family and
group bookings.

ADDRESS

Fr Patrick Bradford

Janet Cullinan

236 Stephensons Road,
Mount Waverley, Victoria
3149

Assistant Priest

Parish Secretary

Kari Quist

Christian Bergmann

Evangelisation and Catechesis

Hall Coordinator

PHONE

Mariana Hladik

Fr David Kim OFM Conv.

Parish Administration

Chaplain to the Korean

03 9807 9494

Joe Melhem

EMAIL

Community

Youth Ministry

mountwaverley@cam.org.au
WEBSITE

holyfamily.melbourne

Parishioners' rates available.
Please contact the Parish Office
for more information.
COLUMBARIUM AND
MEMORIAL GARDEN

Plots are now available for
reservation for Parishioners
and Families.

Genevieve Bryant

Please contact the Parish Office

Youth Engagement

for more information.

Lauren Considine
Religious Education Leader (Holy
Family School)

Leighton Hughes
Parish DesignOps

Regular Mass Times *
WEDNESDAY

FRIDAY

Adoration of the
Blessed Sacrament

9:15am

9:15am

WEDNESDAY

5:15pm - 5:45pm

SATURDAY

8:00am - 9:00am

SUNDAY

6:00pm

FRIDAY

9:45am - 10:15am

SUNDAY

8:00am - 9:00am

Followed by morning tea
THURSDAY

7:30am
7:30pm

KOREAN

8:30am
10:30am
1:30pm KOREAN
5:00pm

0468 632 148 - Christian

Baptisms
Please ring the Parish Office for
preparation and scheduling of
Baptism.

Weddings

change from time to time. Please
check the Parish website for the

P

SATURDAY

Sundays following 10:30am Mass.

* Weekly Mass Schedule may

CGB | architect

Confession Times

most up-to-date information.

By appointment with the Parish
Priest.

Active Cleaning

Stitch 'n' Time

P

0418 382 505 - Simon

P

9886 5318

Choi Painting

P

0424 095 800 - Elsie

