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Jesus, Mary and Joseph, I give thee my heart and soul.

A P R I L



Welcome toWelcome to
Holy FamilyHoly Family
Standing in the Light of the Resurrection

Each year, the Easter ceremonies speak to us in a very real and vivid way of what it

means to be a follower of Jesus Christ. On Good Friday, in the stillness and silence of

a bare church, we kneel in silence after the solemn reading of the Passion, and it is as

if for the briefest moments, the whole world stops, in recollection of the greatest act

of love known to mankind. This is, of course, matched by the glory of the Easter vigil

where, with all the joy we can muster, we stand in the light-filled Church and sing

with great joy the Easter Alleluia, and in the light of the Easter Candle, renew our

Baptismal promises for another year. These few days of liturgy speak to the very

heart of our human experience and remind us too, that it is Our Lord's act of love

that offers each one of us hope for a glorious future. With the coming of Easter and

our 40 days of Lent behind us, the Church launches us into 50 days of Eastertide, as

if to remind us that no matter how long the struggles and hardship of this world may

feel, the glory of the resurrection and the promise of Eternal life will always triumph.

This time following Easter is given over in the Church to Mystagogia, where those

received into the Church at Easter through Baptism are supported by the whole

Christian community in deepening their understandings of the mysteries of our faith.

Here at Holy Family, we look forward to using this time to hosting the Alpha

Program. Alpha is a non-denominational program which has been running

successfully in churches and Christian communities around the world for over 35

years. It provides to people of all backgrounds and experiences, a chance to explore

the Christian faith, ask questions and share their point of view, wherever they are in

the world. I invite you to strongly consider joining us this year for Alpha, and to step

out in faith this Easter season, as together we try to grow deeper in our

understanding and love of the Great Mystery we have celebrated. For more

information on Alpha at Holy Family, or to register your interest, visit our Parish

website: holyfamily.melbourne/alpha.

God Bless,

Fr Nicholas Pearce

'My Christian faith can be a little

up and down, like any

relationship. It has struggles,

and it has doubts. But it has so

often brought light to a dark

path, warmth to a cold mountain

and strength to a failing body. I

remember crawling onto the

summit of Everest and clearing

the snow from my mask to see

the curvature of the earth. But

finding a simple faith that

empowers my life – to me that

has been my greatest

adventure.' - Bear Grylls

Join us at
Alpha this May.
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Sundays this Month
14 APRIL

Palm Sunday

On this day, the Church recalls the entrance of Christ the Lord into Jerusalem. "We

herald the beginning of the celebration of the Lord's Paschal Mystery, that is to say,

of his Passion and Resurrection." With faith and devotion, we follow in the footsteps

of our Lord.

READINGS:

Isaiah 50:4-7

Philippians 2:6-11

GOSPEL:

Luke 19:28-40

PSALM:

My God, my God,

why have you

abandoned me?

21 APRIL

Easter Sunday

Jesus is Risen from the dead! This message resounds throughout the world today.

Death, solitude and fear do not have the last word, He has truly risen as He said. Let

us take this good news from this place into our homes, our workplaces, our

community.

READINGS:

Acts 10:34,37-43

Colossians 3:1-4

GOSPEL:

John 20:1-9

PSALM:

This is the day the

Lord has made; let

us rejoice and be

glad.

28 APRIL

Divine Mercy Sunday

The readings this weekend indicate the path of mercy which re-establishes our

relationship with God and creates new relations of human solidarity among all

people. We must not only receive and experience the mercy of God, but also practise

mercy towards others.

READINGS:

Acts 5:12-16

Apocalypse 1:9-

13,17-19

GOSPEL:

John 20:19-31

PSALM:

Give thanks to the

Lord, for he is good;

his love is

everlasting.
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How do we talk about Jesus’ Death
with children?
By Lauren Considine

The idea that Lent is coming to an end
and we will be soon celebrating Easter is
exciting! Easter Sunday is such a joy, but
when talking about this joy, we so often
leave out the hard part of the Easter
Triduum, Good Friday.

At school, I am always faced with the dilemma of how to

explain Jesus’ death to my students and inevitably glaze

over it, by mentioning that Good Friday is the day Jesus died

and then quickly move to the Resurrection. However, a

couple of weeks ago I presented my students with a drawing

of the world on butchers' paper and asked them to write any

question that they would like to ask God. Their questions

challenged me to discuss and approach the idea of Good

Friday differently. One year 3 student wrote “How did it feel

when Jesus was on the Cross?”. They had a connection to

Jesus, not only as a distant role model, but also as someone

that they cared deeply about, in an intimate way. The

students' questioning in time will become wondering and

then turn into an acquired belief of truth. I’m not suggesting

that discussing such questions is easy, but I do believe that

explaining Jesus’ death actually isn’t as difficult as adults

make it. You just need see it from a child’s point of view.

First you need to experience the topic and talk about it. Take

your child to the Good Friday liturgy and discuss what they

notice and feel. Why was it important to go to Church today?

How did you feel there? Why did Jesus die? Let their

understandings guide the discussion. It might surprise you

how much they actually know already and the simple truth is

that Jesus died for us. He died so that our sins could be

forgiven and so we, the people of God, could have right

relationship restored through His mercy and unconditional

love for us.

Then it is important to make it meaningful for them. Use a

practical analogy that is relatable. Think about the worst thing

you could do to hurt your family and would need you to ask for

forgiveness. What consequences might you need to face to make

things right again? Now think about your parents doing your

punishment for you. This is what happened on Good Friday. God

gave his only son to make up for the wrong things His people had

done.

Lastly, it is important to remind children that Jesus’ death is

different to our's. Loss of a loved one in our lives is always

hard. We are left hurt and overwhelmed by grief from the

loss of a loved one. For me, this is the first Easter without my

father and therefore the idea of God’s sacrifice through

Jesus is even more incredible. Saying goodbye to my dad was

the hardest thing I have ever done. While I prayed with

gratitude to God for taking away his suffering, I was also

challenged about how to continue living without him. This

man had taught me to walk, ride a bike and fall in love with

chocolate and I could not imagine a day without his voice,

touch and understanding. My saving grace was the precious

gift of memories that I get to keep forever, and the promise

of my own faith which knew that God was now taking care of

him. I can imagine that this is how the disciples felt when

Jesus was being crucified. While we can use our loved ones

to explain grief, we also need to remember that Jesus is not

like us! Death was never the end but rather the beginning.

He came back to us through the Resurrection, sharing God’s

never ending love for us. That is the true miracle of Easter,

and that should be our message to the children!

May God Bless you all this Easter season.
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Holy Week and Easter

Palm Sunday – 14th April

Mass

6:00pm (Vigil), 8:30am, 10:30am (Solemn), 5:00pm.

Monday of Holy Week – 15th April

Holy Mass (Ad Orientem)

6:30pm

Tuesday of Holy Week – 16th April

Mass of the Oils, St Patrick's Cathedral

11:00am

Wednesday of Holy Week – 17th April

Mass followed by The Stations of the Cross

9:15am

The Easter Triduum

Holy Thursday – 18th April

Mass of the Lord's Supper (Silent Adoration follows until

midnight)

8:00pm

Good Friday – 19th April
Day of Fasting and Abstinence

Stations of the Cross (Followed by Confession until 11:00am)

9:00am

Commemoration of the Passion and Death of Our Lord.

(Followed by Confession until 5:00pm)

3:00pm

Holy Saturday – 20th April

Morning Prayer of the Church

9:00am

Easter Vigil

7:30pm

Easter Sunday – 21st April

Mass

8:30am, 10:30am, No evening Mass
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1 1 : 3 0 A M : M A S S

1 2 : 0 0 P M : L U N C H

2 : 3 0 A M : C O N C L U S I O N

W H E R E : S M A L L  H A L L

Parishioners'
Luncheon
FRIDAY, 24 MAY, 11:30AM

Help us celebrate the Feast of Our

Lady Help of Christians and be

transported to Fatima as our guest

speakers… Read more at

https://holyfamily.melbourne/events/parishioners-

luncheon

1 0 : 3 0 A M : M A S S  &

P R E S E N TAT I O N

O F  B A P T I S M

C A N D L E S

W H E R E : S M A L L  H A L L

Baptism Preparation
Day
SUNDAY, 19 MAY, 10:30AM

A day of preparation for all parents

looking to have a child baptised at

Holy Family in May or July. For

more information, contact the

Parish Office on 9807 9494.

9 : 3 0 A M : S TA R T

1 0 : 3 0 A M : E N D

First Holy Communion
Sacramental Program
SUNDAY, 28 APRIL, 9:30AM &

SUNDAY, 5 MAY, 9:30AM & SUNDAY,

12 MAY, 9:30AM & SUNDAY, 19 MAY,

9:30AM

For more information and to enrol

your child, please contact the

Parish Office: 9807 9494

1 0 : 4 5 A M : M O R N I N G  T E A

W H E R E : PA R I S H

L I B R A R Y

Morning Tea for
Parishioners
WEDNESDAY, 24 APRIL, 9:45AM &

WEDNESDAY, 1 MAY, 9:45AM &

WEDNESDAY, 15 MAY, 9:45AM &

WEDNESDAY, 22 MAY, 9:45AM

Morning tea provided in the Parish

Library following the 9:15am Mass

each Wednesday. Please come and

join us for a cuppa'.

6 : 3 0 P M : M A S S

7 : 0 0 P M : D I N N E R  A N D

D I S C U S S I O N

Verso L'alto Young
Adults Group
MONDAY, 13 MAY, 6:30PM &

MONDAY, 20 MAY, 6:30PM &

MONDAY, 27 MAY, 6:30PM &

MONDAY, 10 JUNE, 6:30PM

All young adults (18-35) of the

Parish are invited to join us weekly

for Mass and Dinner on Monday

nights (except the 1st Monday of

the month).

What's on at Holy FamilyWhat's on at Holy Family
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Alpha, only the beginning.
Written by: Damian Barnett

"For me, the Alpha was less a moment of
major conversion and more an
experience of being welcomed, invited
in, and made to feel at home. I was the
prodigal son returning home and Alpha
was my father running out to embrace
me. I first participated in the Alpha at
my home Parish in 2011, at a time when I
had only recently returned to a practice
of faith and a relationship with Jesus,
after a long time of neglect." Damian
Barnett, a member of the Holy Family
Alpha team, reflects on his experiences
participating in Alpha for the first time.

What I remember of Alpha wasn’t so much the content,

which is good, but the space created in the small group

discussion afterwards, as well as the culture that developed

within that small group over the course of the program. It

was a place where everyone around me seemed to feel free

to share their questions and their doubts, as well as their

personal journey and their experience of God. What really

stood out for me was the apparent absence of an expectation

that you had to believe a particular thing in order to belong

in that group. I think this led to each person, including

myself, opening up and sharing where we were at in our

journey of faith. We walked side by side through the Alpha

process, supporting and helping each other as we could, but

also just being there to witness. I got to see people changing,

growing closer to God and opening up more and more to the

message of the Gospel.

“ I was greatly encouraged by this experience. It

was a significant boost in my confidence as I was

beginning my journey back into the Catholic

community, and finding my place within the church.

A number of years later, I had the opportunity to do Alpha

again. A Protestant friend of mine had invited me to do it at

her church. Alpha, in this context, was a different experience

to what I had enjoyed at St Francis Xavier, but was also a

very valuable and memorable part of my journey of faith. My

friend’s church was using Alpha to try and kick-start a young

adults group, so the crowd was a lot younger than what I had

experienced previously. There was also less diversity of

perspective. I guess I was the diversity of perspective. But I

was in a different place too by this stage, I had grown in

confidence in what I believed and in my ability to articulate

it. The Alpha program provided a platform for open, free and

productive dialogue. I felt listened to, and had a unique and

privileged view into the perspectives of others.

Alpha has the potential to be of great benefit to this Parish,

and of great benefit to all those who participate. I encourage

you to join the Alpha Team in praying for the success of the

Alpha program here at Holy Family and I also warmly invite

you to consider joining us on May 8th, as we kick off this

exciting adventure together at Holy Family.

Have you considered doing Alpha in 2019?

Alpha starts at Holy Family on Wednesday, May 8th.

Youth Alpha starts for students in Years 10-12 on Sunday

26th May, following the 5 pm Mass.
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Around the Parish

Building a community of
spiritual sisterhood

Blessed Is She
It can be hard to find time to renew your faith and inspire your spirit. As a

busy woman, you’re probably used to being pulled in 3,000 directions. But

the good news? Blessed Is She is a community of women from around the

world who, beginning with the Word of God, strive to grow as sisters who

believe in beauty pointing toward the Divine, and who strive to live a

Eucharistic life.

Blessed is She came to Holy Family in 2018 and provides a regular

opportunity for the women of the Parish to explore their faith, reflect on

scripture, pray together and build a community of spiritual sisterhood. We

meet in a relaxed environment, purposefully taking time out from the

busyness of our lives to share and reflect. Please join us as we enjoy a cuppa

and a treat while we continue to journey with the Blessed Is She studies.

Discussion will be held fortnightly. All women of the Parish welcome to

participate.

RSVP your interest to the Parish Office: 9807 9494

A wonderful way to connect
with your local Parish
community, sharing
conversation and a meal -
fostering friendships

Parishioners' Luncheon
Holy Family's Parishioners' Luncheons are a long-standing tradition within

the Parish community. Hosted four times annually by a generous group of

volunteers they provide a welcome opportunity to connect and enjoy a meal

with your fellow parishioners. Each event is held in the Holy Family Small

Hall and includes Mass, lunch and a chance to listen to an interesting guest

speaker. Over the years many interesting speakers have attended and many

friendships have been nurtured at these lunches. They are also a wonderful

opportunity for new members of the Parish or those who, perhaps, are

looking to meet new people, can attend.

One Parishioner recently commented that:

“ "I love the lunches as they are a wonderful opportunity to catch

up with everyone, and to touch base and hear how people have been

going. The hospitality is always wonderful, and you never leave

without having had plenty to eat, and hearing from a wonderful

speaker."

Please Join us at our next Parishioners' Lunch as we celebrate May the

month of Our Lady and remember in a special way all the mothers of the

Parish.

Next Lunch: Friday 24th May 11:30am
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Holy Family NoticeboardHoly Family Noticeboard
Ecumenical Sunday

Holy Family Parish will join with other Christian

churches to celebrate Ecumenical Sunday on Sunday

2  June 2019. Members of our Parish are encouraged

to visit other Christian churches in Monash, and in

return we will welcome members of other

congregations to Holy Family. 

Piety Stall Volunteers Needed

We are looking for volunteers to help at the Piety Stall

at the 10:30am or 5:00pm Masses. The time

commitment is 15 minutes before and after Mass on

only 6 Sundays a year! Qualifications are a welcoming

smile and the ability to sell an item or two. All

proceeds go to St Vincent de Paul Society's good work.

St Vincent De Paul Members

The next meeting of The St Vincent de Paul Society

will be held on:

Monday 5th August

7:30pm - Parish Library

Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual
Help

The novena prayers to Our Lady of Perpetual Succour

are said on:

1st Saturday of each month

9:00am - Holy Family Church

Spirituality for Seniors

Spirituality for Seniors is an informal catch-up and a

discussion group for members of the Parish.

2nd & 4th Wednesday of the Month

1:30pm - 3:00pm - Parish Library

All Welcome

Mothers' Prayer Group

Are you a mum, looking for some time out to pray and

an opportunity to meet other mothers? Join us on a

monthly basis at the Mothers' Prayer Group.

1st Saturday of the Month

4:00pm - 5:30pm - Parish Library

All Welcome

Holy Family Play Group

1st & 3rd Tuesdays during the school term. 

9:00am-10:30am - Holy Family Hall

All pre-schoolers and their parents/carers welcome to

come along. Morning tea provided.

Food for the Soul

Available from the Piety Stall after all Masses.

nd

PARISH OFFICE

9807 9494

EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST

Naomi: 9807 7675

FOR MORE INFORMATION

Kevin Delaney: 9807 4861

SPECIAL PRICE

$20.00 each
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Contact Us
OFFICE HOURS

9:30am - 2:30pm (Mon- Fri)

ADDRESS

236 Stephensons Road,

Mount Waverley, Victoria

3149

PHONE

03 9807 9494

EMAIL

mountwaverley@cam.org.au

WEBSITE

holyfamily.melbourne

PARISH LEADERSHIP TEAM

Father Nicholas Pearce
Parish Priest

Kari Quist
Evangelisation and Catechesis

Mariana Hladik
Parish Administration

Joe Melhem
Youth Ministry

Genevieve Bryant
Youth Engagement

Lauren Considine
Religious Education Leader (Holy

Family School)

Leighton Hughes
Design and Communications

PARISH STAFF

Julie David
Principal - Holy Family School

Janet Cullinan
Parish Secretary

Annie Lawrence
Children and Family Ministry

Cameron Ryan
Hall Coordinator

Fr David Kim OFM Conv.
Chaplain to the Korean

Community

HALL BOOKINGS

Small and Large Hall is

available for family and

group bookings.

Parishioners' rates available.

Please contact the Parish Office

for more information.

COLUMBARIUM AND

MEMORIAL GARDEN

Plots are now available for

reservation for Parishioners

and Families.

Please contact the Parish Office

for more information.

Regular Mass Times *

MONDAY

6:30pm
2nd, 3rd, 4th & 5th Mondays of

the Month

TUESDAY

7:00am

WEDNESDAY

9:15am
Followed by morning tea

THURSDAY

7:00am

7:30pm KO RE AN

FRIDAY

9:15am

SATURDAY

6:00pm

SUNDAY

8:30am

10:30am

1:30pm KO RE AN

5:00pm

* Weekly Mass Schedule may

change from time to time. Please

check the Parish website for the

most up-to-date information.

Adoration of the
Blessed Sacrament

TUESDAY

7:00pm - 8:00pm

WEDNESDAY

8:00am - 9:00am

FRIDAY

8:00am - 9:00am

Confession Times

SATURDAY

5:15pm - 5:45pm

SUNDAY

9:45am - 10:15am

Baptisms

Sundays following 10:30am Mass.

Please ring the Parish Office for

preparation and scheduling of

Baptism.

Weddings

By appointment with the Parish

Priest.

P  1300 845 526 P  0413 100 685 - Francis (Kim) P  0418 382 505 - Simon P  9886 5318

P  9807 6916 - Elsie P  0433 661 738 - Jeffrey Kang P  9807 3007 P  0402 354 246 - Alberto

Active Cleaning

Stitch 'n' Time Choi Painting
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